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June 14, 2007

June 14, 2007
The Honorable __(Senator or Representative name)__________________________:
Please allow me to introduce myself. I am _________________________________, 
As you know, Senator Harris submitted 4 bills on water safety in the 2007 session. Only one of these bills passed through the Senate and the House, SB410. SB864 had only needed to be voted on in the House floor, but never made the schedule, thus it died. This bill would have updated an out dated water code, and protected all people engaged in water sports. As a Texas resident, I find it wrong that good Legislation did not to pass because of time limitations.

One bill that went no where in the Senate was SB626 on mandatory water craft education. This piece of Legislation has failed for over 15 years, yet the people that spend a great amount of time on the lakes want it to become law. We want this law, to protect our loved ones. You have to have a license to drive a car, motorcycle, ATV, etc. WHY NOT Water Craft?
There are hundreds of accidents and many people killed each year on our lakes. Texas ranks 6th in the nation for Water Craft accidents and 80% of accidents are caused by people that have never received any formalized water craft operator education. As a resident that regularly visits our Lakes, I am FOR mandatory water craft education. Anyone can take the course online in 3 hours and it gives you an equivalent of 2 years of operator knowledge.
You see, any time you have a situation, like what exists on the inland lakes, where no training or operators license is required, water codes insufficient to require safety of all water crafts, no requirement for liability insurance, and little to no patrols, you have a recipe for disaster. The water craft operators Must be Educated!
Every year in the USA 18,000 Americans are killed by a drunk driver. There are over 5,000 boating accidents and aprox 600 people are killed in watercraft accidents (aprox. 10% of the deaths are in Texas).

We lost 3,000 Americans on 9-11 and we declared war on another nation. What are we doing to protect our residents enjoying our lakes who are there for quality family time and to have fun?
Please help us to help save lives, and make the lakes safe once again for all families. There is nothing better for great quality family time than spending the day on the lake with your wife, kids, and friends. We should not have to do this in fear of everyone coming home alive! 
The boating industry might lobby that this is not necessary. I am addressing this issue as it is the right thing to do for the people and the families and children who are the backbone of our communities. If the boating industry had a true vision, they would understand that their watercraft sales will increase with safer lakes, and the families will return to the water
Please support good Legislation for water safety in the 2009 session.

I thank you for your time, and your consideration. Please go home every night and hug your children and tell them that you love them, as life is fleeting. We always think that the bad things cannot happen to us. Well, they can and they do. We just want to make life safer for everyone on the water. 
Sincerely,
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